
The more I study the development of modern sexuality, the more I believe in the importance and 
significance of Alfred Kinsey. Although his research was on Americans, it came to be a worldwide 
source of information about human sexuality and set standards for sex research everywhere. In America 
and much of the world, his work was a decisive factor Noun 1. decisive factor - a point or fact or 
remark that settles something conclusively
clincher

causal factor, determinant, determining factor, determinative, determiner - a determining or causal 
element or factor; "education is an important determinant of  in changing attitudes toward sex. Within 
the field of sexuality, he reoriented the field, moving it away from the medical model and medical 
dominance, to one encompassing a variety of disciplines and approaches. In short, his work has proved 
revolutionary. 

To understand what Kinsey wrought, one must look at the field of sexuality when Kinsey began his 
studies. One must also look briefly at Kinsey as an individual to understand his accomplishments. 

SEX RESEARCH, 1890-1940 

The modern study of sexuality began in the nineteenth century, and these early studies were dominated 
by physicians. It was assumed that since physicians were the experts on body functions, they should be 
the experts regarding sexual activities. In a sense, this was a divergence from the past, when sexuality 
had been regarded almost entirely as a moral issue. And although there were still moral issues involved, 
physicians were also judged as qualified to speak on these issues as well. Although few physicians had 
any specialized knowledge on most sexual topics, except perhaps for sexually transmitted diseases 
Sexually transmitted diseases

Infections that are acquired and transmitted by sexual contact. Although virtually any infection may be 
transmitted during intimate contact, the term sexually transmitted disease is restricted to conditions that 
are largely , this did not prevent them from speaking with authority on most aspects of human sexuality. 

Havelock Ellis Henry Havelock Ellis (February 2, 1859 - July 8, 1939), known as Havelock Ellis, was 
a British doctor, sexual psychologist and social reformer. Biography
Early Life , one of the dominant figures in promoting sexual knowledge in the first third of the 
twentieth century, said that he sought a medical degree primarily because it was the only profession in 
which he could safely study sex. Inevitably, most of the so-called experts were physicians. Equal in 
influence to Ellis was Magnus Hirschfeld Magnus Hirschfeld (May 14, 1868 - May 14, 1935) was a 
German physician, sexologist, and gay rights advocate.

He was born in Kolberg (modern Kołobrzeg) in a Jewish family, the son of a well-beloved physician 
and 'Medizinalrat', Hermann Hirschfeld. , another physician. Both Ellis and Hirschfeld compiled what 
could be called sexual histories, as Kinsey later compiled. Ellis, however, acquired almost all of his 
histories from correspondence of volunteers and, as far as I know, never interviewed anyone. 
Hirschfeld, later in his career, compiled many case histories based on interviews, but early on he 
depended mainly on historical data and personal knowledge. Unfortunately, Hirschfeld used only a 
small portion of his data in his published books, and before he could, complete a comprehensive study 
of sexuality, his files were destroyed by the Nazis (Bullough, 1994). 

Although some of the data physicians reported about sex was gathered from their own practices, these 
were usually interpreted in terms of traditional views and were supplemented by historical materials or 



reports of anthropologists to increase their authenticity. Simply put, most physicians writing about sex 
were influenced more by the zeitgeist of the time rather than by any specialized base of knowledge. A 
few early physician investigators, such as the American obstetrician obstetrician /ob·ste·tri·cian/ (ob?
ste-trish´in) one who practices obstetrics. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ob·ste·tri·cian
n.
A physician who specializes in obstetrics.  Robert Latou Dickinson Robert Latou Dickinson (1861-
1950) was an American gynecologist and sex researcher. See also

Maurice Bigelow 
External links

Short biography 
http://www.mum.org/dickin1.htm 
 (Dickinson & Beam, 1931, 1934), had over 1,000 case studies, but most had only a handful. As the 
twentieth century progressed, the ordinary physician probably was regarded as the easiest available 
authority on sex, but most of the medical writings on sexual topics came from psychiatrists, particularly 
those who were psychoanalytically trained (Bullough, 1997). Unfortunately, even the most 
comprehensive sex studies undertaken by psychiatrists, such as that of George Henry, were flawed by 
the assumptions of the investigators interpreting data. For example, they assumed that homosexuals 
were ill. Moreover, whether the answers to their questions were valid for determining differences with 
heterosexuals is uncertain, as there was a lack of any comparative study of heterosexuals (Henry, 
1941). 

Still, assumptions about medical expertise remained. When the Committee for Research in the 
Problems in Sex (CRPS CRPS Neurology Complex regional pain syndrome, see there ), the 
Rockefeller-funded grant-giving body operating under the umbrella of the National Research Council, 
began to explore the possibilities of carrying out surveys of sexual behavior sexual behavior A person's 
sexual practices–ie, whether he/she engages in heterosexual or homosexual activity. See Sex life, 
Sexual life. , they first sought out physicians. For example, Adolf Meyer Adolf Meyer may refer to: 
Adolf Meyer (psychiatrist) (1866–1950) 
Adolf Bernard Meyer (1840–1911), anthropologist and ornithologist 
Adolf Meyer (architect) (1881–1929) 
 of Johns Hopkins University Johns Hopkins University, mainly at Baltimore, Md. Johns Hopkins in 
1867 had a group of his associates incorporated as the trustees of a university and a hospital, endowing 
each with $3.5 million. Daniel C.  was commissioned to complete a study of attitudes of medical 
students, but failed to complete his work. The only social scientists funded in the first 20 years of the 
CRPS were psychologists, although anthropological consultants and members of other fields provided 
occasional input. Lewis Terman Lewis Madison Terman (born 15 January 1877 in Johnson County, 
Indiana, died 21 December 1956 in Palo Alto, California) was a U.S psychologist, noted as a pioneer in 
cognitive psychology in the early 20th century at Stanford University. , for example, was given funds to 
carry out studies on attitudes toward sex and marriage. Though his and similar studies were valuable, 
they depended on questionnaires rather than interviews to gather their data (Terman, Buttenweiser, 
Ferguson, Johnson, & Wilson, 1938), and the sexual part of their studies was secondary to other 
interests. Even though one of the major reasons the CRPS had been created in 1921 was to complete 
such general studies, the committee members were either unwilling or unable to find a person to carry 
out this kind of study. I suspect that the first factor was more important than the second: There is 



considerable evidence to indicate that the committee members were uncomfortable with studies on 
actual sexual behavior and much preferred to fund what might be called bench (i.e., laboratory-based) 
scientists to social scientists. I should add that this attitude was not shared by the Rockefeller 
Foundation Rockefeller Foundation, philanthropic institution established (1913) by John D. 
Rockefeller, Sr., to promote "the well-being of mankind throughout the world." During its first 14 years 
the foundation received $183 million from Rockefeller.  or John D. Rockefeller, Jr.; both funded other 
survey projects dealing with sex, including that of Katherine Bement Davis (1929). 

Funding for research projects when Kinsey began his work operated much more according to according 
to
prep.
1. As stated or indicated by; on the authority of: according to historians.

2. In keeping with: according to instructions.

3.  an old-boy network old-boy network
n.
An informal, exclusive system of mutual assistance and friendship through which men belonging to a 
particular group, such as the alumni of a school, exchange favors and connections, as in politics or 
business:  than it does today. There was little advertisement of fund availability and individuals were 
invited to apply, had to be nominated to apply, or had to have a connection. Certain universities and 
individuals dominated the disbursement DISBURSEMENT. Literally, to take money out of a purse. 
Figuratively, to pay out money; to expend money; and sometimes it signifies to advance money.
     2.  of the money available. To an observer in the 1990s examining most of the research grants given 
for sex research, the relationships look almost incestuous in·ces·tu·ous
adj.
1. Of, involving, or suggestive of incest.

2. Having committed incest. . 

Unfortunately for the committee, sex activity could not be studied exclusively in the laboratory or even 
in the field by observing animals or gathering historical data. There had been nongrant-supported 
popular studies of sex, but their samples were not representative and the questionnaires were poorly 
designed. Moreover, in keeping with its reliance on academia, the committee seemed reluctant to give 
its imprimatur to individuals conducting such studies. What was needed was a person willing to blaze 
new trails, dispassionately dis·pas·sion·ate  
adj.
Devoid of or unaffected by passion, emotion, or bias. See Synonyms at fair1.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

dis·pas  examining sex without the preconceived notions of most of the physicians then involved in 
writing about sex. The qualified individual or individuals needed an academic connection, preferably 
one with an established reputation for scientific studies. 

KINSEY COMES ON THE SCENE 

It was in this setting that Kinsey entered the scene. He was the right person at the right time; that is, a 



significant amount of money was available for sex research and there was an interest within the CRPS 
for some general kind of survey of American sex behavior. Who was Kinsey? 

In terms of overall qualification, Kinsey's best asset was that he was a bench scientist, a biologist with a 
Ph.D. from Harvard, and an internationally known expert on gall wasps. But he was also a broad-based 
scientist. Unlike most research scientists today, who often are part of a team, researchers in the 1930s in 
the United States United States, officially United States of America, republic (2005 est. pop. 
295,734,000), 3,539,227 sq mi (9,166,598 sq km), North America. The United States is the world's 
third largest country in population and the fourth largest country in area.  were self-dedicated and 
carried a major teaching load. Kinsey, for example, simultaneously taught general biology, published 
two editions of a popular introductory general biology text, two editions of a workbook work·book  
n.
1. A booklet containing problems and exercises that a student may work directly on the pages.

2. A manual containing operating instructions, as for an appliance or machine.

3. , and a general text on methods in biology, and carried out major research. His entry into sex seems 
to have been serendipitous ser·en·dip·i·ty  
n. pl. ser·en·dip·i·ties
1. The faculty of making fortunate discoveries by accident.

2. The fact or occurrence of such discoveries.

3. An instance of making such a discovery. , taking place after he had completed his studies on gall 
wasps. Professors at the University of Indiana had discussed the possibility of an introductory cross-
discipline course on marriage, then a topic beginning to receive some attention in academic circles. 
Kinsey was not only involved in such discussions but took the lead. In 1938, he was invited to 
coordinate and direct the new course on marriage and family. As a sign of the time, the course was 
taught by an all-male faculty from a variety of disciplines, including law, economics, sociology, 
philosophy, medicine, and biology. 

Before the appearance of courses on marriage and family, the academic discussion of human sexuality 
had been confined to lectures in the hygiene-type courses that had been established on many campuses 
in the second decade of the twentieth century, largely through the efforts of the American Social 
Hygiene Association. The approach to sex of these hygiene classes was quite different from that of the 
marriage and family courses, as they generally emphasized the dangers of sexually transmitted diseases 
and masturbation masturbation

Erotic stimulation of one's own genital organs, usually to achieve orgasm. Masturbatory behavior is 
common in infants and adolescents, and is indulged in by many adults as well. Studies indicate that 
over 90% of U.S. males and 60–80% of U.S. . In a sense, these hygiene-type courses were conceived to 
preserve sexual purity, whereas the sexual portions of marriage and family courses provided 
information, following the outlines of the better sex manuals of the time. 

Kinsey went even further in his discussion of sexuality than the sex-positive marriage manuals, and 
soon clashed with Thurman Rice, a bacteriology bacteriology

Study of bacteria. Modern understanding of bacterial forms dates from Ferdinand Cohn's 
classifications. Other researchers, such as Louis Pasteur, established the connection between bacteria 



and fermentation and disease.  professor who had written extensively on sex, primarily from the point 
of view of eugenics eugenics (yjĕn`ĭks), study of human genetics and of methods to improve the 
inherited characteristics, physical and mental, of the human race. . For many years, Rice had delivered 
the sex lectures in the required hygiene course, where the males were separated from the females when 
he gave his lectures. Kinsey deliberately had not included Rice in his recruited faculty, which probably 
furthered Rice's antagonism. Rice was typical of an earlier generation of sex educators in that he 
considered moral education an essential part of sex education. He believed and taught that masturbation 
was harmful, condemned premarital intercourse, and was fearful that Kinsey's course on marriage was 
a perversion Perversion
See also Bestiality.

bondage and domination (B & D)

practices with whips, chains, etc. for sexual pleasure. [Western Cult.: Misc.  of academic standards. For 
example, he charged Kinsey with asking some of the women students about the length of their 
clitorises. To show that his accusations were based on more than gossip, Rice demanded the names of 
students in Kinsey's class so that he could verify such classroom voyeurism Voyeurism
See also Eavesdropping.

Actaeon

turned into stag for watching Artemis bathe. [Gk. Myth.: Leach, 8]

elders of Babylon

watch Susanna bathe. . Rice opposed Kinsey's questioning of students because he believed that sexual 
behavior could not and should not be analyzed by scientific methods because it was a moral topic, not a 
scientific one. Rice's perspective thus was perhaps typical of the hygiene approach to sex. 

Kinsey had probably been doing at least some of the things that Rice mentioned because he had 
approached sex as a taxonomist--as one interested in classifying and describing--as a dispassionate 
dis·pas·sion·ate  
adj.
Devoid of or unaffected by passion, emotion, or bias. See Synonyms at fair1.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

dis·pas  scientist and not as a reformer or politician. In a sense, he was a political innocent. He believed 
that science could speak for itself, and he criticized his faculty colleagues who took any kind of 
political stand. He refused to join organizations that he felt had any kind of political agenda, including 
the Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality The Society for the Scientific Study of Sexuality, 
formed in 1957, claims to be "the oldest organization of professionals interested in the study of 
sexuality in the United States." It claims to have some 900 members and has a quarterly newsletter, 
Sexual Science.  (SSSS SSSS Staphylococcus scalded skin syndrome, see there ) in its early years. 

There is, however, much more to Kinsey's interest in sex than the dispassionate scientist. In his 
personal life, he was not inhibited about body functions. Even before starting his course on marriage, 
he had sought information about the sex life of his students. His openness about sex (see Jones, 1997; 



1997a) was what Rice objected to. 

It might well be that when Kinsey began teaching the sex course, he was undergoing a kind of midlife 
crisis midlife crisis
n.
A period of psychological doubt and anxiety that some people experience in middle age.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
midlife crisis , feeling that he had come to know all he wanted to know about gall wasps and needing to 
explore new fields. Sex to him represented an unexplored new field where comparatively little was 
known, and where there was much information to be gleaned. He began his study as he had that of gall 
wasps: finding out what was known and, in the process, building up a personal library of serious books 
on sex (hardly any of these had found their way into university libraries) and reading extensively. He 
also sought first-hand information by questioning his students about topics such as their age at first 
premarital intercourse, frequency of sexual activity The frequency of sexual activity of humans is 
determined by several parameters, and varies greatly from person to person, and within a person's 
lifetime.

The frequency of sexual intercourse might range from zero (sexual abstinence) for some to 15 or 20 
times a week. , and number of partners. 

All this gave fodder to Rice and his allies, including a number of parents who, perhaps at Rice's urging, 
complained about the specific sexual data given in the course and particularly about questions that 
Kinsey asked of his students. The president of the university, Herman Wells, a personal friend of 
Kinsey who had appointed him coordinator of the course, counseled him and gave him two options: to 
continue to teach the course and give up some of his probing of student lives, or to devote more time to 
his sex research and not teach the course. Because Kinsey had already begun to extend his interviews 
off campus, the answer was perhaps inevitable. Although Kinsey continued to teach courses in biology, 
his load was reduced, and much of his life came to be devoted to sex research. 

Because Kinsey was already well connected to the scientific establishment, his initial efforts to study 
sex received encouragement from the CRPS. He received an exploratory grant from them in 1941, 
during which time he would be evaluated as to suitability for a larger grant. George W. Comer, a 
physician member and later the chair of the CRPS, visited Kinsey as one of the grant investigators to 
determine whether Kinsey deserved further funding. He was tremendously impressed and reported that 
Kinsey was the most intense scientist he had ever met. He added that Kinsey could talk about little 
besides his research. According to Comer (1981), Kinsey was an ideal person for a grant to study sex: 

He was a full professor, married with adolescent children. While 

carrying on his teaching duties in the zoology zoology, branch of biology concerned with the study of 
animal life. From earliest times animals have been vitally important to man; cave art demonstrates the 
practical and mystical significance animals held for prehistoric man.  department he 

worked every available hour, day and night, traveling anywhere 

that people would give him interviews. He was training a couple 



of young men in his method of interviewing. Dr. Yerkes and I submitted 

separately to his technique. I was astonished a·ston·ish  
tr.v. as·ton·ished, as·ton·ish·ing, as·ton·ish·es
To fill with sudden wonder or amazement. See Synonyms at surprise.  at his skill in 

eliciting the most intimate details of the subject's sexual history. 

Introducing his queries gradually, he managed to convey an assurance 

of complete confidentiality by recording the answers on special 

sheets printed with a grid on which he set down the information 

gained, by unintelligible UNINTELLIGIBLE. That which cannot be understood.
     2. When a law, a contract, or will, is unintelligible, it has no effect whatever. Vide Construction, and 
the authorities there referred to.  signs, explaining that the code had 

never been written down and only his two colleagues could read 

it. His questions included subtle tricks to detect deliberate 

misinformation mis·in·form  
tr.v. mis·in·formed, mis·in·form·ing, mis·in·forms
To provide with incorrect information.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

mis . (p. 268) 

Important to the continuation of the grant was the support of the university administration and its 
president, which Kinsey received despite sniping by some fellow faculty members such as Rice and 
others who regarded Kinsey's interest in sex with suspicion. As Comer's reference to Kinsey's family 
indicates, the committee wanted to make certain that the researcher had no special agenda except, 
perhaps, to establish some guides to better marriages. Kinsey satisfied them on this account and was 
well aware that any indication otherwise might endanger his grant. Thus, his own sex life remained a 
closed book, only to be opened by later generations of scholars (Jones, 1997). The CRPS came to be so 
committed to Kinsey that by the 1946-1947 academic year, he was receiving half of the committee's 
total budget. 

Before the interviews stopped with Kinsey's death, about 18,600 individuals had been interviewed, 
8,000 by Kinsey himself. Kinsey strongly believed that people would not always tell the truth when 
questioned about their sexual activities and that the only way to deal with this was through personal 
interviews in which the contradictions could be explored. He did not believe that self-administered 
questionnaires produced accurate responses: He regarded them as encouraging dishonest answers. He 
also recognized that respondents might lie even in a personal interview, but he provided a variety of 
checks to detect this and believed his checks were successful. Subjects were usually told that there 
were some contradictions in their answers and were asked to explain them. If they refused to do so, the 



interview was terminated and the information not used. Kinsey was also aware of potential bias of the 
interviewer. He sought to overcome this bias by occasionally having two people conduct the interviews 
at different times and by relying mainly on four interviewers, including himself, to conduct the study. If 
there was a bias, it came to be a shared one. The questions, however, were so wide-ranging that this too 
would limit much of the potential for slanting the data in any one direction. Following taxonomic 
tax·o·nom·ic   also tax·o·nom·i·cal
adj.
Of or relating to taxonomy: a taxonomic designation.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

tax  principles, he wanted to gather data from as many subjects as possible, and he hoped initially to 
conduct 20,000 interviews and later to conduct 80,000 more. He did not live to achieve this. Before he 
died, the funding sources had dried up for such research, and other methods based on statistical 
sampling grew more popular. 

WHAT KINSEY DID 

Kinsey's major accomplishment was to challenge most of the assumptions about sexual activity in the 
United States. In so doing, he aroused great antagonism among many who opposed making sexual 
issues a matter of public discussion and debate. One reason for the antagonism is that he brought to 
public notice many sexual practices that previously had not been publicly discussed. Although Kinsey 
prided himself as an objective scientist, it was his very attempt to establish a taxonomy of sexual 
behaviors--treating all activities as more or less within the range of human behavior--that got him into 
trouble. Karl Menninger Noun 1. Karl Menninger - United States psychiatrist and son of Charles 
Menninger (1893-1990)
Karl Augustus Menninger, Menninger , for example, said that "Kinsey's compulsion to force human 
sexual behavior 
This article is about sexual practices (i.e., physical sex). Broader aspects of sexual behaviour such as 
social and psychological sexual issues are covered in related articles such as human sexuality, 
heterosexuality, and homosexuality. into a zoological frame of reference leads him to repudiate TO 
REPUDIATE. To repudiate a right is to express in a sufficient manner, a determination not to accept it, 
when it is offered.
     2. He who repudiates a right cannot by that act transfer it to another.  or neglect human psychology, 
and to see normality normality, in chemistry: see concentration.  as that which is natural in the sense 
that it is what is practiced by animals" (quoted in Pomeroy, 1972, p. 367). 

Most sex researchers today accept the fact that total objectivity in our field is probably impossible. 
Some of Kinsey's difficulty resulted from his belief that he could be totally objective. He did not realize 
that the way he organized his data sometimes could challenge his objectivity, even though the 
organization seemed logical. For example, Kinsey developed a seven-point bipolar scale, which was 
one of the standard methods of organizing data in social science research at that time. He did not trust 
people's self-classification as homosexual or heterosexual. Therefore, he decided that regardless of how 
they might have classified themselves, the only objective indicator that he could use was to define sex 
in terms of outlet--namely, what activity resulted in orgasms. 

In most seven-point scales, the extremes are represented by 0 and 6 (or by 1 and 7, depending upon the 
number with which the scale starts). Most people tend to respond using the middle of the scale. When 



one rates heterosexual orgasm orgasm /or·gasm/ (or´gazm) the apex and culmination of sexual 
excitement.orgas´mic 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

or·gasm
n.  as 0 and homosexual orgasm 6, a logical decision in terms of taxonomy, he in effect weights the 
scale by seeming to imply that exclusive heterosexuality het·er·o·sex·u·al·i·ty
n.
Erotic attraction, predisposition, or sexual behavior between persons of the opposite sex.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
heterosexuality  is one extreme and exclusive homosexuality the other. Although his data demonstrated 
that far more people were identified as exclusively heterosexual than as any other category, his scale 
also implied that homosexuality was just another form of sexual activity, something that I think Kinsey 
believed was true. For his time and place this was revolutionary. His discussion of homosexuality and 
its prevalence resulted in the most serious attacks upon him and his data (Kinsey, Pomeroy, & Martin, 
1948). 

Kinsey was a trailblazer, openly and willingly challenging many basic societal beliefs. It was not only 
his dispassionate discussion of homosexuality that roused controversy, but also his tendency to raise 
questions that society at that time preferred to ignore. In his book on males, for example, he questioned 
the assumption that extramarital ex·tra·mar·i·tal  
adj.
Being in violation of marriage vows; adulterous: an extramarital affair.

--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
extramarital
Adjective  intercourse always undermined the stability of marriage and held that the full story was 
more complex than the most highly publicized pub·li·cize  
tr.v. pub·li·cized, pub·li·ciz·ing, pub·li·ciz·es
To give publicity to.

Adj. 1. publicized - made known; especially made widely known
publicised  cases led one to assume. He seemed to feel that the most appropriate extramarital affair, 
from the standpoint of preserving a marriage, was an alliance in which neither party became overly 
involved emotionally. Concerned over the reaction to this, however, he became somewhat more 
cautious in the book on females. He conceded that extramarital affairs probably contributed to divorces 
in more ways and to a "greater extent than the subjects themselves realized" (Kinsey, Pomeroy, Martin, 
& Gebhard, 1953, p. 31.). 

Kinsey was interested in many different sexual behaviors, including that between generations (i.e., 
adults with children or minors). One of his more criticized sections in recent years is the table based on 
data he gathered from pedophiles. He is accused of not turning these people over to authorities, 
although one of the major informants was already serving time in jail for his sexual activities when 
interviewed. Kinsey gathered his data wherever he could find it, but he also reported on the source of 
his data. His own retrospective data tended to show that many individuals who experienced 
intergenerational in·ter·gen·er·a·tion·al  



adj.
Being or occurring between generations: "These social-insurance programs are intergenerational and all 
sex as children were not seriously harmed by it, another statement that got him into trouble. 

Kinsey is also criticized for his statistical sampling. Although his critics (even before his studies were 
published) attempted to get him to validate his data with a random sample of individuals, he refused on 
the grounds that not all of those included in the random sample would answer the questions put to them 
and that, therefore, the random sample would be biased. It is quite clear that Kinsey's sample is not 
random and that it overrepresents some segments of the population, including students and residents of 
Indiana. Part of the criticism, however, is also due to the use and misuse of the Kinsey data without his 
qualifications. This is particularly true of his data on same-sex relationships, which are broken down by 
age and other variables and therefore allowed others to choose the number or percentage of the sample 
they wanted to use in their own reports. 

Another assumption of American society that Kinsey also challenged was the asexuality a·sex·u·al  
adj.
1. Having no evident sex or sex organs; sexless.

2. Relating to, produced by, or involving reproduction that occurs without the union of male and female 
gametes, as in binary fission or budding.

3.  of women. This proved the issue of greatest controversy in his book on females. A total of 40% of 
the females he studied had experienced orgasm within the first months of marriage, 67% by the first six 
months, and 75% by the end of the first year. Twenty-five percent of his sample had experienced 
orgasm by age of 15, more than 50% by the age of 20, and 64% before marriage. On the other hand, he 
also reported cases in which women failed to reach orgasm after 20 years of marriage. In spite of the 
controversies over his data on orgasms, it helped move the issue of female sexuality on to the agenda of 
the growing women's movement women's movement: see feminism; woman suffrage. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
women's movement

Diverse social movement, largely based in the U.S., seeking equal rights and opportunities for women 
in their economic activities, personal lives, and politics.  of the late 1960s and the 1970s, and to 
encourage further studies of female sexuality. 

In light of the challenges against him, Kinsey ignored in his writings what might be called sexual 
adventurers, paying almost no attention to swinging, group sex, and alternate lifestyles such as sadism, 
masochism masochism (măs`əkĭzəm), sexual disorder in which sexual arousal is derived from 
subjection to physical and emotional degradation. , transvestism transvestism: see homosexuality. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------
Transvestism
Klinger, Cpl.

dresses in women’s clothes to try to win discharge from the army. [Am. TV: M ° A ° S ° H in Terrace] , 
voyeurism, and exhibitionism exhibitionism /ex·hi·bi·tion·ism/ (ek?si-bish´in-izm) a paraphilia marked 
by recurrent sexual urges for and fantasies of exposing one's genitals to an unsuspecting stranger. 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------

ex·hi·bi·tion·ism



n. . He justified this neglect by arguing that such practices were statistically insignificant. It is more 
likely that Kinsey was either not interested in them or not interested in exploring them. He was also not 
particularly interested in pregnancy or sexually transmitted diseases. However, he demystified 
discussion of sex insofar in·so·far  
adv.
To such an extent.

Adv. 1. insofar - to the degree or extent that; "insofar as it can be ascertained, the horse lung is 
comparable to that of man"; "so far as it is reasonably practical he should practice  as that was possible. 
Sex, to him, was just another aspect of human behaviorFor the Björk song, see ''Human Behaviour
Human behavior is the collection of behaviors exhibited by human beings and influenced by culture, 
attitudes, emotions, values, ethics, authority, rapport, hypnosis, persuasion, coercion and/or genetics. 
..... Click the link for more information., albeit an important part. He made Americans and the world at 
large aware of just how big a part human sexuality played in the life cycle of the individual and how 
widespread many kinds of sexual activities were. 

Kinsey was determined to make the study of sex a science, a subject that could be studied in colleges 
much the same way that animal reproduction was, with succeeding generations of researchers adding to 
the knowledge base. He succeeded, at least in the long run. He had a vision of the kind of studies that 
still needed to be done, some of which were later done by his successors at Indiana and elsewhere, but 
he himself died before he could do them and the funds dried up. 

Another of his significant contributions was to establish a library and to gather sources about sexuality 
from all over the world. He blazed a trail for future sex researchers: The library he established at 
Indiana University Indiana University, main campus at Bloomington; state supported; coeducational; 
chartered 1820 as a seminary, opened 1824. It became a college in 1828 and a university in 1838. The 
medical center (run jointly with Purdue Univ.  served as an example that helped many of us to persuade 
other university libraries to collect works from this field. Although there are now several impressive 
collections of this kind in the country, Kinsey's collection is still tremendously important. 

In sum, Kinsey was the major factor in changing attitudes about sex in the twentieth century. His 
limitations and his personal foibles are appropriately overshadowed by his courage to go where others 
had not gone before. In spite of the vicious attacks upon him during his last few years of life, and the 
continuing attacks today, his data continue to be cited and used (and misused). He changed the nature 
of sexual studies, forced a reexamination re·ex·am·ine also re-ex·am·ine  
tr.v. re·ex·am·ined, re·ex·am·in·ing, re·ex·am·ines
1. To examine again or anew; review.

2. Law To question (a witness) again after cross-examination.  of public attitudes toward sex, 
challenged the medical and psychiatric establishment to reassess its own views, influenced both the 
feminist movement and the gay and lesbian movement, and built a library and an institution devoted to 
sex research. His reputation continues to grow, and he has become one of the legends of the twentieth 
century. As one of those recognized by the SSSS to receive the Alfred Kinsey award, I thank him for 
his pioneering efforts. 
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