
THE END TIMES
The Eschaton – The Four Last Things

Death, Judgment, Heaven & Hell

Judgment (Private/General)

General Judgment - Mt. 24:29-31, 36-37;   Mt. 25:31-46

 

Lead-up – End Times

Many absolutely bizarre and politically disastrous ideas concerning the nature of the Parousia.

Ideas that are absolutely alien to orthodox Christianity as it's been taught for 2,000 years. 

There are those who make sport and profit out of trying to figure out who the Antichrist is and 
setting dates for the last day. 

Books like Hal Lindsay's "Late Great Planet Earth," movies like "Left Behind," panic over Y2K 
seen in an apocalyptic light.  

Catholic Teaching

1. Authority – Interpretation of Scripture belongs to the Church alone.

Mt. 24 & 25 mix in a lot of End of Jerusalem World with end of THE world.
Revelation plays a significant role
Book of Daniel also significant

2.  When the End is Near:

The Gospel will have been preached to all nations (MT 24:14)
Many Jews will be converted (Rom 11)
We will see the signs in the sky (Mt 24:29; Lk 21:25-26)  
An apostasy from the true faith (2 Thes 2:3; Rev 13:3; MT 24:11-12, Lk 18:8)
An Antichrist whom many will see as a man of peace and wonders (1 John, 2:18; 2 Thes 2:3-10)
The elect (His Church) will suffer a great Tribulation and many will be martyred. (Mt 24:21-22)
 

3. When the End is Here:  (The Coming of the Son of Man) (The Actual Arrival) (Show time)

The appearance of the sign of the Son of Man (Mt. 24:30)
Angels will let go a trumpet blast (Mt. 24:31) 
Angels will gather the elect from everywhere (Mt. 24:31)
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The dead in Christ will rise first (1 Thes. 4:16)
We will be “caught up” with them in the Air (1 Thes. 4:17)
He will judge everyone (Mt. 25:31) 
Our bodies will be glorified, and we will reign with Him, as heirs of our Father, forever and ever. 

As to the actual time, we do not know.  We cannot conjecture.  (Mt. 24:36)

Though the Church hasn't said much more than this as to the whens and whos and wheres of the 
end of time, we can show that much of what many Christians believe can't possibly be true and is 
extremely dangerous. 

Much vitriol has been aimed at the Church specifically.

Let's start with:
  

The Naming of the Antichrist 

Aside from the moral evil of the calumny involved in naming people as the Antichrist when they 
are indeed not the Antichrist -- especially when the person named is an innocent successor of 
Peter, an accusation that keeps people away from the Sacraments of the Catholic Church -- 
attempts to determine who is the Antichrist are almost funny, a parlor game run amok: "Ronald 
Reagan's name adds up to 666! No, it's Gorbachev! It's every Pope that's ever lived!" It's an old 
game, one that Irenaeus of Lyons wrote about 1,800 years ago in Book 5, Chapter 30 of his 
Adversus haereses: 

"It is therefore more certain, and less hazardous, to await the fulfillment of the prophecy, than to 
be making surmises, and casting about for any names that may present themselves, inasmuch as 
many names can be found possessing the number mentioned; and the same question will, after 
all, remain unsolved. For if there are many names found possessing this number, it will be asked 
which among them shall the coming man bear." 

He then goes on to show how the numerical values of three different contemporary names, Latin 
and Greek, all added up to 666 and how it proved nothing. 

One of the worst things to come out of this "Name That Antichrist" fun are the accusations against 
the Pope. But let's see what Scripture says about Antichrist and the papacy: 

Matthew 16:18-19 
"And I say also unto thee, That thou art Peter, and upon this rock I will build my church; and the 
gates of hell shall not prevail against it. And I will give unto thee the keys of the kingdom of 
heaven: and whatsoever thou shalt bind on earth shall be bound in heaven: and whatsoever thou 
shalt loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven." 

1 John 2:22 
"Who is a liar but he that denieth that Jesus is the Christ? He is antichrist, that denieth the Father 
and the Son." 

1 John 4:3 
"And every spirit that confesseth not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh is not of God: and this 
is that spirit of antichrist, whereof ye have heard that it should come; and even now already is it in 
the world." 
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Now, has any Pope ever denied that Christ has come in the flesh? Ever? 

Is the Church that has proclaimed the Gospel for two millennia; 
the Church that gave us Sacred Scripture; 
the Church that defined the dogma of the Trinity; 
the Church that defeated the heresies of Arianism, Pelagianism, Gnosticism, Marcionism, 
Sabellianism, and Manichæanism; 
the Church that has produced thousands and thousands of Saints -- from St. Francis to 
Maximillian Kolbe to Thérèse de Lisieux; 
the Church that is the greatest caregiver of the poor in the world; 
the Church that has built hospitals, orphanages, schools, and soup kitchens all over this planet; 
the Church that cares for one out of four of the world's AIDS patients; 
the Church that is the single greatest defender of life -- all life -- in the entire world – 
is this the Church of Antichrist? 

The Church that proclaims not only did Messiah come in the first century, but that He comes at 
each and every Catholic Mass -- in the flesh (it is Protestants who deny this!) – 
and will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead? 

People who spew venom at the Catholic Church need to think long and hard about what they are 
doing, because to slander the Catholic Church is to blaspheme the Body of Christ.  

If the Catholic Church has been headed by the Antichrist, and since the Catholic Church decided 
the Canon of the New Testament, then why would it leave the Book of Revelation and those 
relevant Gospel verses in there to warn the world of Herself? 

Now does that make any sense to you?

  

Mystery Babylon the Great, the Mother of Harlots 

Revelation 17

Now, what does Revelation say about the Great Whore? Look at the following verses: 

17:9  -  Here is a clue for one who has wisdom. The seven heads represent seven 
hills upon which the woman sits. They also represent seven kings:

ROME IS THE GREAT HARLOT (Whore) according to Revelation interpreters

What else about the Great Whore

[21] How the faithful city has become a harlot, she that was full of justice!
Righteousness lodged in her, but now murderers.

[20] "For long ago you broke your yoke and burst your bonds; and you said, `I will 
not serve.' Yea, upon every high hill and under every green tree you bowed down 
as a harlot.
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[1]  "If a man divorces his wife and she goes from him and becomes another 
man's wife,
will he return to her? Would not that land be greatly polluted? You have played 
the harlot with many lovers; and would you return to me? says the LORD.

[2] Lift up your eyes to the bare heights, and see!  Where have you not been lain 
with?
By the waysides you have sat awaiting lovers like an Arab in the wilderness.
You have polluted the land with your vile harlotry.

[3] Therefore the showers have been withheld, and the spring rain has not come;
yet you have a harlot's brow, you refuse to be ashamed.

[15] "But you trusted in your beauty, and played the harlot because of your 
renown, and lavished your harlotries on any passer-by. 

[16] You took some of your garments, and made for yourself gaily decked 
shrines, and on them played the harlot; the like has never been, nor ever shall 
be. 

[17] You also took your fair jewels of my gold and of my silver, which I had given 
you, and made for yourself images of men, and with them played the harlot; 

[18] and you took your embroidered garments to cover them, and set my oil and 
my incense before them. 

[19] Also my bread which I gave you -- I fed you with fine flour and oil and honey 
-- you set before them for a pleasing odor, says the Lord GOD. 

[20] And you took your sons and your daughters, whom you had borne to me, 
and these you sacrificed to them to be devoured. Were your harlotries so small a 
matter 

[21] that you slaughtered my children and delivered them up as an offering by fire 
to them? But, those verses aren't from Revelation; they are Isaiah 1:21, Jeremiah 
2:20, Jeremiah 3:1-3, and Ezekiel 16:15-18 respectively. 

And the identity of the harlot? It is Jerusalem.

And this is really what Revelation says about the Whore: 

Revelation 17:15-18 

[15] And he said to me, "The waters that you saw, where the harlot is seated, are 
peoples and multitudes and nations and tongues. 
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[16] And the ten horns that you saw, they and the beast will hate the harlot; they 
will make her desolate and naked, and devour her flesh and burn her up with fire, 

[17] for God has put it into their hearts to carry out his purpose by being of one 
mind and giving over their royal power to the beast, until the words of God shall 
be fulfilled. 

[18] And the woman that you saw is the great city which has dominion over the 
kings of the earth." "Great city"? Which city is "the great city"? 

Revelation 11:8 

And their dead bodies shall lie in the street of the great city, which spiritually is called Sodom 
and Egypt, where also our Lord was crucified.. 

Now, was Jesus Christ crucified in Rome -- or in Jerusalem?

But -- but -- it says stuff like "jewels" and "golden cup" and "scarlet" and "purple" -- that's just 
gotta be the "Romish Church"! Well, considering that Catholicism is the Old Covenant fulfilled, it 
shouldn't be too surprising to find in it liturgical colors, vestments, and implements that are partly 
rooted in the Old Testament (see Exodus 28). But the Jerusalem Temple is undoubtedly what 
Revelation is referring to, and Flavius Josephus left us writings that tell us what the Jerusalem 
Temple looked like at the time of its destruction by pagan Rome in A.D. 70. Here are a few tidbits: 

The holiest part of the Temple: 
"Its front was covered with gold all over... But that gate which was at this end of the first part of 
the house was, as we have already observed, all over covered with gold, as was its whole wall 
about it; it had also golden vines above it, from which clusters of grapes hung as tall as a man's 
height. But then this house... had golden doors of fifty-five cubits altitude, and sixteen in breadth; 
but before these doors there was a veil of equal largeness with the doors. It was a Babylonian 
curtain, embroidered with blue, and fine linen, and scarlet, and purple, and of a contexture that 
was truly wonderful." 

The exterior of the Temple: 
"...the outward face of the temple in its front wanted nothing that was likely to surprise either 
men's minds or their eyes; for it was covered all over with plates of gold of great weight, and, at 
the first rising of the sun, reflected back a very fiery splendor, and made those who forced 
themselves to look upon it to turn their eyes away, just as they would have done at the sun's own 
rays." 

The priests' vestments: 
"But that girdle that tied the garment to the breast was embroidered with five rows of various 
colors, of gold, and purple, and scarlet, as also of fine linen and blue, with which colors we told 
you before the veils of the temple were embroidered also. The like embroidery was upon the 
ephod; but the quantity of gold therein was greater. Its figure was that of a stomacher for the 
breast. There were upon it two golden buttons like small shields, which buttoned the ephod to the 
garment; in these buttons were enclosed two very large and very excellent sardonyxes, having 
the names of the tribes of that nation engraved upon them: on the other part there hung twelve 
stones, three in a row one way, and four in the other; a sardius, a topaz, and an emerald; a 
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carbuncle, a jasper, and a sapphire; an agate, an amethyst, and a ligure; an onyx, a beryl, and a 
chrysolite; upon every one of which was again engraved one of the forementioned names of the 
tribes." 

Exodus 28:36-38 tells us that the Temple High Priest was to have worn on his forehead an 
insignia: 

"And thou shalt make a plate of pure gold, and grave upon it, like the engravings of a signet, 
HOLINESS TO THE LORD. And thou shalt put it on a blue lace, that it may be upon the mitre; 
upon the forefront of the mitre it shall be. And it shall be upon Aaron's forehead, that Aaron may 
bear the iniquity of the holy things, which the children of Israel shall hallow in all their holy gifts; 
and it shall be always upon his forehead, that they may be accepted before the LORD." 

But Jerusalem apostasized and failed to recognize and then killed (with Roman power) the 
Messiah of prophecy. St. John the Divine tells us what "the woman," Jerusalem, came to have 
upon her forehead: 

"And upon her forehead was a name written, MYSTERY, BABYLON THE GREAT, THE 
MOTHER OF HARLOTS AND ABOMINATIONS OF THE EARTH." (Revelation 17:5) 

But -- but -- it says something about seven mountains! Glad you noticed. Because:

• even if "the Seven Mountains" are a reference to Rome (see "The Beasts" below) -- 
which some of the Church Fathers, thinking of godless Rome, thought -- that city, with its 
Caesar-gods, was thoroughly pagan at the time and certainly part of a cruel, evil empire. 
The Jews of Jerusalem (the Mother of Harlots) used Rome ("rides the beast") all 
throughout the New Testament, using Roman power to kill the Messiah and try to destroy 
the People of God, the Church (see the entire Book of Acts). 
  

• even though they're usually lumped together and "Rome" is used as shorthand for the 
Roman Catholic Church, even by Catholics, Vatican City is its own city state and isn't 
"Rome"; 
  

Rome isn't built on seven mountains, anyway; it's built on seven hills, as are Constaninople, 
Edinburgh, San Francisco, and Cincinnati, for that matter. Mountains are big, hills are small. 
There are two separate words for them and Scripture is familiar with both (see Luke 3:5 and Luke 
23:30). Rome's seven hills are Palatine, Aventine, Capitoline, Quarinal, Viminal, Esquiline and 
Caelian (hey, how come Vatican Hill is never listed?).
 
Jerusalem, however, is built on seven mountains: Mt. Goath, Mt. Gareb, Mt. Acra, Mt. Bezetha, 
Mt. Zion, Mt. Ophel, and Mt. Moriah. There are even Psalms about them, "As the mountains are 
round about Jerusalem, so the LORD is round about his people from henceforth even for ever." 
{Psalms 125:2)
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